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Hey Folks 
 
This is it, the single most important meeting 
for GBTU to make conservation headway. I 
hopefully can go, and according to Jeff 
Hastings we have a couple more saved spots 
as long as we act fast.  
 
This is a great meeting and I would love to 
give the other spots to those thinking of being 
active in the future conservation efforts of 
GBTU.  i.e...want to be a leader for GBTU 
next year. So, please let me know soon if you 
would like to go. I think it costs, but is very 
reasonable. The Bailey’s went last year and 
can answer some questions. Everybody I’ve 
ever talked to about this one says 
"Go...Go...Go...!" so it must be pretty good.  
 
Space is very limited. 
 
Let me know soon, Matt 
mattsbug@comcast.net 
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February 12th, 2008 | 7pm 
Libertyville Civic Center 

Fishing the Tribs: Runs of the Great Lakes 
Guest Speaker: Matt Pedersen 

Please Note: This meeting is on Tuesday, 
February 12th rather than our usual Thursday 
date due to the Valentines Day holiday. 

Join us for a talk on fly fishing the tributary 
streams of the Great Lakes region, given by 
local guide Matt Pedersen. Matt will be 
covering topics such as reading the water, fly 
selection, proper rigging, run timing, the 
species you�ll encounter, and more. 

We’ll also have a few members around to tie a 
few of their favorite Steelhead patterns for the 
upcoming season. Map, directions, and RSVP 
at www.garyborgertu.org 

While we do not charge to attend our meetings 
a small donation to the chapter helps to offset 
our meeting room space as well as other 
chapter expenses. Thank you for your support! 
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GBTU Holiday Party 

Last month our chapter held our annual 
holiday party at Pinstripes in Northbrook. It 
was a fun evening where many members 
brought their significant others to enjoy pizza 
and bowling. We would like to thank our 
chapter secretary, Joan Butzow for 
organizing this great event.  

During Dinner the chapter recognized our 
outgoing President Mark Wortsmann for his 
many years of dedicated service. Thankfully, 
Mark is still on the board and will be on our 
trips where we can continue to catch more fish 
than him! 

Thanks Mark�  

 

Paul and the Baileys 

 

 

 

Form, form, form. 

 

Was the Pres on the dance floor? 
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He looks like that stalking trout, too. 

 

Mrs. Prez 

 

Your Editor and his favorite fishing buddy, 
Jake. 

 

 

 

Who new the marathoner could bowl, too? 

 

Pretty good looking group when you drag us 
indoors and clean us up! 
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We are TU 
 
 

Over the next few months, we�ll get to know a 
bit about some of the members of 

GBTU. This month we spoke with one of our 
newly elected officers, Matt Jennings, who is 

serving as our chapter President: 
 

Where am I From:  
I’m a Texan, as in "The Land Of no real trout 
streams!" Moved to Illinois from San Marcos 
Texas four years ago when my wife’s job 
transferred her. My wife Heather and I are the 
Parents of two young children, Clyde age 8, 
and Audrey age 6.  
 
What have I done, what am I doing now?  
I’ve had varied jobs including Running a pawn 
shop, and working at ski resorts. The last few 
years have found me busily being a stay at 
home parent, and volunteering with groups my 
family and I are involved in. As my children 
get more independent I find I have time to do 
things like work with GBTU , but next year I 
will go back to work as our youngest goes to 
full time school. 
 
How did I start fly fishing?  
When I was very young I just loved fishing, 
and that lead to me working in a fishing store 
while in college. I got active in bass fishing 
with people at the shop, but it was too 
expensive and there was something special 
missing for me. So, I went back to my 
childhood memories of messing around on a 
mountain stream, and some lessons about trout 
foods that had been taught to me by a kind old 
fly fisherman. It was an instant charge for me 
and was tying my own flies almost 
immediately. I was rabid!  
 
My favorite fishing spot?  
Easily it is The Henry’s Fork, I haven’t been in 
a while, but I fished there once over acres of 

rising trout with multiple hatches coming off, 
and a bald eagle crashing the party from time 
to time. WOW! 
 
What am I addicted to, besides fly fishing? 
Riding bikes, I ride 1-200 miles a week in the 
summer, and last year I rode a one day ride 
160 miles from one side of Indiana to the 
other. I hope to do some racing this year, and 
will talk to anyone about riding and racing 
bikes for as long as they want to listen. 
 
What am I reading?  
Thomas Paine, "Common Sense and Other 
Writings". Robert Penn Warren, "All the 
King’s Men".   Usually there are fly fishing 
books along with the books on democracy and 
rebellion. I collect fly fishing books and will 
read and reread anything by Steve Raymond, 
Ray Bergman, John Gierach, and my all time 
favorite Harry Middleton if you haven’t read 
him, you should.  
 
My favorite food? 
Barbecue, I told you I’m from Texas. By the 
way that’s brisket, and Wonder bread. OK, and 
a beer.  
 
Where would I like to be in 10 years? 
With my wife and kids owning an outdoors 
lodge somewhere beautiful. Maybe 
somewhere made just a little better by the 
work of TU and their friends. 
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From Trout and Grouse 
 

Note the new location! 
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T&G 2008 One-Day Fly fishing School Dates 
Tuition $195.00 
All Dates are Sundays, class meets 9:00am - 
3:30pm, rain or shine 
 
April 20, May 4, May 18, June 8, June 22, July 
13, July 27, August 10 
 
Trips 
2008 Menomonee Smallmouth $1700.00 per 
person 
8/3 - 8/7 with Curt Schlesinger only 2 spots left 
8/6 - 8/10 with Paul Melchior 4 spots left 
 
Xcalak Mexico Bonefish with Paul Melchior 
$2995.00 per person 
May 24 -31 - limited space 
 
Check soon for 2008 Fly Tying Class Dates 
 

�

From Orvis Chicago 
Contact T.J. Roy at 312-440-0662 

 
Schools and Seminars 2007/2008 

 
Seminars � All Seminars will start at 11 am on 
Saturdays 
 
2/23-Open Forum 
 
3/5-Fly Casting 101 
 
Join us at the Chicago Casting Pond for a free 2 hour 
casting seminar.  The Orvis Chicago instructors will 
be available from 10am to 12pm for free casting 
lessons.  Whether you are new to the sport or need a 
touch up on your cast, the pros at Orvis Chicago can 
get your cast ready for the upcoming trout season.  
All gear will be provided.  Space is limited, so please 
RSVP.  For more information about the location or to 
RSVP, please contact Orvis Chicago at (312) 440-
0662. 
 
 
 
2007/2008 Fly Fishing Schools 
 
2 Day Trout Schools 
 
Orvis fly-fishing schools are the easiest and most 
enjoyable way to learn this fantastic pastime.  The 
course content includes a heavy emphasis on 
mastering the cast.  You will also receive expert, 
hands on instruction that will cover the following 
fields: knot tying, entomology, fly selection, 
equipment, accessories, reading water, fighting and 
landing fish, and much more.  Essentially, the school 
is designed to teach you the essential skills necessary 
to go out on your own and experience success! 
 At our schools we teach the Orvis Four Part 
Casting Method, which is widely accepted and 
adaptable to all casting conditions worldwide.  In 
depth, on the water instruction will teach the student 
how to interact with moving water and proper 
technique for fishing multiple types of flies.  In order 
to ensure that every student receives proper feedback 
and plenty of one on one instruction, we limit our 
schools to maintain a four to one student to instructor 
ratio. 

�I object to fishing tournaments 
less for what they do to fish than 
what they do to fisherman� 
 
Ted Williams (1984) 



 6 

 Our schools are held on a blue ribbon trout 
stream in pastoral southwest Wisconsin, the west fork 
of the Kickapoo River, which teems with brook and 
brown trout.  The setting is simply spectacular, with 
beautiful wooded bluffs surrounding our manicured 
school site.  Cost includes all instruction, necessary 
equipment, Wisconsin fishing licenses, along with 
lunches on both Saturday and Sunday.  Upon 
completion of the school you will receive a certificate 
of achievement.  If you have any other questions, 
please contact Orvis Chicago at (312) 440-0662. 
 
Cost for the two day school is $430 
May 24 & 25 
June 14 & 15 
August 30 & 31 
September 20 & 21 
 
Fly Tying Lessons 
 
Lunch Break Fly Tying 
 
We are now offering private fly tying lessons on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from December 4, 2007 
through April 24, 2008 from 12pm through 2pm.  
These lessons are completely catered to what you 
want to learn.  The instructors at Orvis will teach you 
the how to use the tools, master necessary techniques, 
and work with all types of materials to tie patterns for 
wherever you fish.  All materials and equipment is 
included, plus you will receive a 15% discount on any 
fly-tying merchandize after your class.  If you have 
any further question or would like more information 
on our tying lessons, please call (312) 440-0662 to 
speak with an Associate. 
 
�Second Step� Steelhead School  
 
During the fall, winter, and spring, tributaries to Lake 
Michigan are invaded by steelhead, salmon, and huge 
brown trout.  These fish, on migratory runs, allow the 
most determined of anglers a chance to hook up with 
fish that are known for bone-jarring strikes and 
blistering runs.  Our �Next Step� Steelhead school is 
essentially a crash course in steelhead fishing.  We 
will cover rigging, two different types of 
presentation, reading water, hooking, fighting, and 
landing fish.  Each school is limited to 6 anglers (3 
per instructor) so each student receives plenty of 
personal coaching.  Included in the cost is all 
instruction, tackle, and flies.  You must provide your 

own waders and appropriate layering undergarments, 
as well as a Wisconsin fishing license and Great 
Lakes Stamp.  An intermediate proficiency in casting 
is also a plus, as we will be skipping basic casting 
instruction.  However, no previous Steelhead fishing 
experience is necessary.   

Schools will be held on a river in southeast 
Wisconsin, anywhere from one to two and a half 
hours away.  Due to the fickle nature of these fish, 
constantly changing weather patterns, and high 
pressure that our local rivers get, the location of the 
school will be determined the week before your 
school is set to take place.  Each school will last 
about 6 hours, and drive times should be less than 
two and a half hours.  Upon payment, you will 
receive an information packet about how to prepare 
for wading in cold temperatures, other recommended 
accessories, and a basic time schedule.  Three to five 
days before your school, we will contact you with the 
school location and provide directions.  If you have 
any further questions, please contact T.J. Roy at 
Orvis Chicago (312) 440-0662.  Come prepared for 
the cold and excited about taming these chrome 
torpedoes! 
  
Cost is $215 per student. 
 
Dates 
Saturday, December 1 
Thursday, December 13*  
Saturday, January 12* 
Saturday, February 23* 
Saturday, March 22 
Saturday, April 19 
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And all of my days are trances, 
And all of my nightly dreams 
Are where thy grey eye glances 
And where thy footstep gleams � 
In what ethereal dances, 
By what eternal streams. 
 
 

---EDGAR ALLEN POE 
�To One in Paradise� 




