LET SSTRIKE UP SOME FUN
AT THE GARY BORGER TU CHAPTER
BOWLING PARTY!!!

JANUARY 10, 2008

We are starting at the Trout and Grouse Open House at their new location at 6:30
p.m.

Trout and Grouse
840 Willow Rd.
Northbrook, IL

Then on to PiNStripes for Pizza and Bowling
Pinstripes
1150 Willow Rd.
Northbrook, IL
(847) 480-7676

$25.00 per person
Pizza and cash bar beginning at 7:00 p.m.
Bowling from 8:30 to 10:30 p.m.
RAFFLES

RSV P by Jan. 4th  Joan Butzow (847) 606-3492 or
Email butzow@comcast.net
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President s M essage

Happy New Y ear to all my fellow Gary Borger
TUer’ gl | can’t wait to see what 2008 holds for
us. | love working with our always-diligent
nucleus of caring anglers. We had a great
turnout for our cold, but fun and interesting
workday on December 8th with our good friends
from SEWTU. People are aready
enthusiastically giving their chapter donations,
and we have several people helpingin the
planning phases of the Illinois Council Summer
Y outh Camp. | think the December gift swap was
agreat success. Thanksto Darwin Adams for
coming through and making the room much
more festive, and especially to Joan Butzow for
the delicious buffet she prepared and assembled.
| came away with areally nice headlamp, which
pretty much means we'll have to do some night
fishing this year.

The January 10th Bowling Party at Pinstripes
should be a great chance to cut loose and have
fun with fellow chapter members and their
spouses. The Trout and Grouse Open House
before the party alows them to show off their
new location, and is a great opportunity for usto
gain knowledge and support a great local fly
shop. Wewill also try to raise money for the
cause with some specia raffles, and will give
specia recognition to someone who really
deservesit!

Come on out and see some old friends and/or
make some new ones. It'll be agreat timeto kick
off agreat year at Gary Borger Trout Unlimited.
Take care, Matt Jennings

Chapter Outing!

BTU isinvading Arkansas, and you reinvited!
Where else can you catch apassel of trout in
February? OK, so you have to drive alittle south,
but when you get there you'll be on world class
water. So, dust off the rods and organize the fly
boxes. We've reserved the whole #10 lodge at
Gene's Trout Fishing Resort, which isright by
the water and has a full kitchen. It also has a pool
table, internet access, afireplace, and a 30 cup
coffee maker. It’ s four bedrooms and four
bathrooms, and has nice furnishings including an
entertainment center. Check it out at:

http://www.norfork.com/genes/l odge.htm

The plan isto leave Friday evening after work on
February 15th, and drive through the night,
wagon train style to Salesville, Arkansas. Fish
Saturday and Sunday and a half aday on
Monday, before heading home. Monday the 18th
isaholiday for some, so hopefully at worst
people will only have to take off one day of
work.

Jim Eubanks will have more details at the
bowling party on the 10th, so come out and
reserve your spot!

thiswinter | m determined
for onceto fish sensibly, and by
that | mean in comfort, to try
not only to match the hatch but
also to match the weather.

Tom Sutcliff, M.D.
Reflections on Fishing (1990)




WeareTU

Over the next few months, well get to know a
bit about some of the member s of
GBTU. This month we spoke with one of our
newly elected officers, James Bailey. James
and hiswife, Nancy have been enthusiastic
supportersof Midwest stream rehabilitation.

| grew up inasmall townin Vermont, but
have lived here most of my life. My family
moved to Evanston when | was sixteen and went
to Notre Dame High School for Boysin Niles.

Nancy and | cameto fly fishing a bit later in
life than most people. | work as a cabinetmaker
and afellal was working with had an interest in
fly fishing and he tried long and hard to convert
me. | resisted for along time, but gradually
became more and more interested. One winter, it
must have been eight years ago or so, Nancy and
| went to afly fishing show along with Nancy’s
sister Mary Beth and her brother Bob. Bob has
been an avid fisherman all hislife, but had never
taken up fly fishing. While we were walking
around looking at the various booths, | struck up
aconversation with an old guy who looked like
he knew something about the sport and he said
he had a fly fishing school down in Arkansas and
invited usdown. The old guy was Dave
Whitlock.

Later on that morning he was giving a casting
presentation and asked for avolunteer. Bob
stepped forward and under Dave's experienced
guidance he had Bob making smooth castsin
short order. After the show we were al getting
something to eat and | suggested we take Dave
up on his offer. We could call their other brother
Tom, who livesin Hong Kong, and we could all
go down to Mountain View, Arkansas and make
it afamily outing. Well, to my very great
surprise, everyone agreed.

Well, the class met for three and a half days at
the Whitlock s home. Along with the four of us

there was one other student. Hewas afine
teacher and the days were intense and passed
quickly. Heworked with us every day at his
casting pond in his backyard. We covered al the
basicsincluding fly tying. We all caught fish! It
was a great experience and it really changed us
forever.

When we came back to Illinois, we fished
whenever and wherever we could. We tried
fishing for steelhead, bass, even carp! We found
afew spots we favored and found that we really
enjoyed fishing for bass with poppers.

Another interest we had was motorcycle
touring. We just loved to get out on the bike




with no particular destination in mind and just
explore. One time we rode out to the Mississippi
River. Once we crossed theriver | asked Nancy,
"What do you think - should we go right or left?"
She said right, so north it was, along the Great
River Road on the lowa side. Which, of course,
led usright into the heart of the Driftless Area. |
was born and raised in Vermont and I’ ve missed
the green rolling hills and winding roads ever
since moving to the Midwest. | had no ideathere
was an area of the Midwest that has green hills
and winding roads like New England. Wefell in
love with the area. The more we explored, the
more we liked it. And then - when we found out
that there were clean, clear, spring fed trout
streams all over the driftless area, we started to
search in earnest for a piece of land.

After looking for a couple of years, we finally
found asmall piece of property, not far from the
town of Avalanche that we could afford. And
that led us directly to our next great discovery.

The piece of land we found was small, only
three acres. It was located on two adjoining,
very steep hills with aravine running down the
center and completely forested. 1t would have
been easy to pass on it and keep looking, but the
price was right and we were desperate. On the
recommendation of afriend, we went to the
general store in Avalanche and asked to speak to
the owner of the store, who also was an
excavator. That was on a Sunday afternoon. We
woke him up from anap. He patiently listened
while we asked him if he would be willing to go
with us over to thislittle piece of land to seeif it
could possibly be used to build a cabin. He
agreed to take alook at it with usright then.
When we got there he walked to property with
us. Hedidn't say much (he was a man of few
words). Eventually we talked about the weather
some, about the fishing in the areaand findly, in
around about fashion, about the land. He said he
thought he could do something very nice with it.
There was something about this man | trusted
implicitly. We bought the property and | hired

him to build us aroad and carve a home site into
the side of one of the hills. We signed no
contract. We shook hands. And then | helped
him do the work. We became good friends. |
spent a couple of weeks working with him on a
stream improvement project just over in the next
valley from our place. His name was Roger
Widner and he was one of the finest men | have
ever known. Hedied a couple of years later from
cancer. | misshim dearly.

Roger, perhaps more than any other person,
was responsible for the restoration and
improvement of the West Fork of the Kickapoo
River and many other streamsin the driftless
area. For more than twenty years he worked on
those streams. | joined Trout Unlimited last year
asaway for usto continue to work for the
conservation and improvement of streams, as my
way of honoring his legacy.

An undisturbed river isas

perfect as we will ever know, every
refractive slide of cold water a
glimpse of eternity.

Thomas McGuane
Midstream
An Outside Chance (1990)
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From Orvis Chicago
Contact T.J. Roy at 312-440-0662

Schools and Seminar s 2007/2008

Seminars All Seminarswill start at 11 am on
Saturdays

12/1-Dressed for Success Fly Fishing in Winter
Conditions

12/8-Fly Tying 101: Tools, M aterials, and
Techniques

12/15-Winter Steelheading with Matt Supinski
Note Seminar will start at 12pm.

1/5-Backcountry Utah: A Visual Journey with Lee
Robinson

1/12-Gear Review: Rods, Reds, Lines, and
Leaders

1/19-Andros | dand, Bahamas: Bonefish Capital of
theWorld

1/26-Robert Tomes. Muskie on the Fly

2/2-Great Fishing 5 Hours from Chicago
2/9-Greg Senyo: Effective Fliesfor Steelhead
2/16-Trout Unlimited Day

2/23-Open Forum

3/5-Fly Casting 101

Join us at the Chicago Casting Pond for afree 2 hour
casting seminar. The Orvis Chicago instructors will
be available from 10am to 12pm for free casting
lessons. Whether you are new to the sport or need a
touch up on your cast, the pros at Orvis Chicago can
get your cast ready for the upcoming trout season.

All gear will be provided. Spaceis limited, so please
RSVP.

From Trout and Grouse

Note the new location!

840 Willow Rd, Suite P

Northbrook, IL 60062.
New number is847-480-0111

T&G 2008 One-Day Fly fishing School Dates
Tuition $195.00

All Dates are Sundays, class meets 9:00am -
3:30pm, rain or shine

April 20, May 4, May 18, June 8, June 22, July
13, July 27, August 10

Trips

2008 Menomonee Smallmouth $1700.00 per
person

8/3 - 8/7 with Curt Schlesinger only 2 spots left
8/6 - 8/10 with Paul Melchior 4 spots |eft

Xcalak Mexico Bonefish with Paul Me chior
$2995.00 per person
May 24 -31 - limited space

Check soon for 2008 FHly Tying Class Dates
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Climate Change

Trout and salmon are especially vulnerable to
climate change and global warming because they
are dependent on an abundance of clear, cold
water. As coldwater habitats warm, rising
temperatures will have negative impacts on all
life phases of these fish--from eggs to juveniles
to adults. These fish already face pressures
because of reduced habitats and population
losses.

Roads, dams and other water diversions have
fragmented stream habitats and remaining
habitats are often degraded by mining, livestock
grazing, timber harvest or other land uses. Non-
native and hatchery fish are compromising gene
pools. Adding climate change to these stressors
increases the likelihood that fish populations will
be pushed to the brink of extinction. Unless
immediate action is taken to restore habitats and
increase populations, it islikely that trout and
salmon will be eliminated from large areas of the
United States.

U.S. Forest Service scientists predict that over
half of the wild trout populations will likely
disappear from the southern Appalachian
Mountains because of the effects of warming
stream temperatures

Losses of western trout populations may exceed
60% in certain regions

90% of bull trout, who live in western riversin
some of the country’s most wild places, may be
lost due to the effects of climate change

Up to 40% of Pacific Northwest salmon
populations may be lost by 2050 because of the
effects of climate change

All is not doom and gloom: by taking a
proactive approach to address the needs of trout
and salmon in a changing climate,

we can increase trout and salmon sresistance
and resilience to climate change.

By working at the watershed level, that is, from
the headwaters of ariver to the streams and
rivers themselves, habitats can be improved and
rivers can become places where trout and salmon
can survive climate change.

Native fish populations must be restored in rivers
and streams. Non-native species and hatchery
fish can limit native fish populations and increase
their vulnerability to climate change.

The effects of climate change are unpredictable.
Because of this, it isimportant to fund
monitoring and tracking programs to anayze the
changing fish populations and their
environments.

Click the links below to the TU website and
more information including the full report in pdf
form:

Helping Trout and Salmon Survive Climate
Change

Ten Steps to Protecting Trout and Salmon From
Climate Change

Freguently Asked Questions About the Effects of
Climate Change on Trout and Salmon




From The Editor

What a surprisel saw when | recently went to
visit our chapter website! Seems our
webmaster, Randy C. has been hard at work
and asa holiday surpriseto our chapter; he

unveiled our new and improved website!

| would encour age everyone to check it out.
Randy did a fantastic job.

WWW.gar ybor gertu.or g

A specia thanksto Peter, Curt, and Paul
at Trout and Grouse for hosting us at the
shop before our holiday bowling bash this
week. These guys have been a continuous
source of support and inspiration for our
chapter. (And yourstruly aswell)

The Tippet isadways looking for pictures,
stories, recipes and trip reports for our
newsl etter. Please send any information to
Jeff Fjeldheim at: usasail @comcast.net

Finally, as always, please bring afriend to
our meetings. All are welcome as there
are no strangers among fisherman.

Happy New Y ear and best fishes,

Jeff

Please submit info to:
The Tippet

c/o Jeff Fjeldheim
usasall @comcast.net

Special Tactics For Selective Trout

From Fishing Limestone Streams by
Charles Meck

1. Usealong, fineleader with a
fluorocarbon tippet.

2. Avoid Drag.

3. Sink the spinner or dun patternif a
floating one doesn t work.

4. Useasmaller pattern.

5. Use a pattern that successful local
anglersuse.

6. Carry severa different patterns that
match the same hatch.

7. Carry plenty of patternsto match
midges and scuds.

8. Fish on lousy days.

9. Look for and fish areas other
anglers avoid.

10.Approach the stream carefully.
11.L ook for feeding trout.

12.Hire aguide.




All photos in The Tippet are used Copywrited and
used with permission

More Photos at:

www.garyborgertu.org/photos.
php

The workday was a great success! Good Job
to all those who helped! Your good deeds
won't go unrewarded!

Big Jim Eubanks and his friend, Mr. Brown




